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Andy Whittaker - ‘The Art of Being Brilliant’ 

Andy Whittaker is a trainer, best-selling author and frustrated 
comic. He is also an NLP (Neuro Linguistic Programming) 
trainer and master of time line therapy but, good news folks, 
he doesn’t like to brag about it.  
 
Andy is firmly rooted in the real world has been described as 
the best thing to come out of Morecambe since the M6 
motorway.  
 
Andy has spent a great deal of time observing behaviour in 
companies big and small. More importantly, he has spent his 
time learning about leadership, communication, human 
interaction and positive psychology. Andy co-wrote ‘The Art of Being Brilliant’, ‘Be Brilliant 
Everyday’ and ‘The Art of Being a Brilliant Teenager’ (Capstone/Wiley) with Andy Cope and 
has claimed all the really good bits as his own. Their new book, ‘Happiness Route Map’ 
(Hodder) is due in the autumn and ‘Diary of a Brilliant Teenager’ is scheduled for Spring 18. 
 
Andy has delivered to companies as diverse as DHL, University of Nottingham, Astrazeneca, 
Ginsters, IKEA, Pirelli and The National Trust. His keynotes are thought-provoking, inspiring 
and very funny! 
 

 

Diane Swift - ‘Appreciating the transformative power of education for all’  

Diane has extensive experience in schools as a teacher, senior leader and a governor.  She 

is currently Executive Director for Keele and North Staffordshire Teacher Education, who 

operate a primary and special school teacher training route and co-ordinate the Research 

School for Stoke-on-Trent. She regularly contributes articles to professional journals and has 

authored a variety of materials that support teachers to develop both their curriculum and 

pedagogic thinking. She has worked extensively with teacher-colleagues on a variety of 

projects in relation to Philosophy for Children, History and Geography as well as developing 

continuing professional learning opportunities for colleagues locally. Diane is an advocate for 

the Chartered College of Teaching. She also works at a national level in relation to Initial 

Teacher Education, particularly in connection with inclusion, apprenticeships and 

championing the essential role of Teacher Educators. 


